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At Compassion House Foundation there are two words that haunt us. No 

vacancy. For the hundreds of women who have stayed at Sorrentino’s 
Compassion House, the sense  of sisterhood, companionship, comfort and 

support they find gives them the strength to keep going—to survive. So you 
can imagine how painfully sad it is when we simply don’t have a room. 

That’s all about to change. Plans are underway to raise the funds needed to 
more than double the size of Sorrentino’s Compassion House. The goal is to 

complete the expansion in time to celebrate our 10th anniversary in the fall of 
2012. So you can see we have a big year ahead of us, and a lot to be proud of 

this past year. 

To all of you who help make the house a home away from home for women on 
their cancer journeys. To board members, volunteers, corporate partners and 
generous donors down the street, across the province and beyond – thank you 

for everything you do. And finally to our staff who tirelessly deliver 
compassion every day, we applaud you. 
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“Time passes and memories fade but my soul will forever 
remember the kindness and fellowship I experienced 

within these walls of Sorrentino’s Compassion House.” 
Christine

Compassion House is a special place, a home away from home for Alberta women 
seeking breast cancer treatment in Edmonton. Imagine what it must be like. One day 
you are having your regular mammogram and the next day you awake into a bad 

dream that devastates your whole family.

Give up? Not on your life. The women who walk through our doors fight with veracity. 
They refuse to sit by. With a community of support they soak up our love and our 
empathy. Knowing you are rooting for them makes their hearts soar with the will 
to survive. The struggle seems to last an eon, but they put one foot in front of the 

other and never lose sight of the finish line. Victory doesn’t come to all, but those who 
make it to remission feel a duty to comfort and support their fellow houseguests like 

a big sister. 

At Compassion House Foundation there are two words that haunt us. No vacancy. For the 
hundreds of  women in the fight of  their lives who have lived at Sorrentino’s Compassion 

House, the sense of  sisterhood, companionship, comfort and support they find gives them the 
strength to survive. Having to say no to these women is heartbreaking each and every time.

 That’s all about to change.

 Open. At Sorrentino’s Compassion House, even more women will find quiet peace of  mind 
or the courage to pour out their hearts. Open. We will open our doors wide so that more 
guests can focus on fighting breast cancer rather than fighting traffic in taxis between 

expensive hotels and cold hospital cafeterias. Open. We will grow to accommodate demand, 
ensuring that we won’t have to turn on the ‘No Vacancy’ sign again.

 Plans are underway to more than double the size of  Sorrentino’s Compassion House. 
The goal is to complete the expansion in time to celebrate our 10th anniversary in the 

fall of  2012.

 To all who help make that happen – the board members, volunteers, corporate partners and 
donors down the street and around the province – thank you for opening your hearts to make 

our dream a reality. And finally to our staff  who tirelessly deliver compassion every day, 
we applaud you.
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The women who find a 
community of healing at 
Sorrentino’s Compassion 
House have a thousand 
reasons to fight and a 
million reasons to live.

Your personal donations, 
corporate funding, 

employee programs and 
memorial gifts help make 
Sorrentino’s Compassion 

House a home. 

D O N A T I O N S

N A M E

C R E D I T  C A R D  N U M B E R

P L E A S E  D I R E C T  M Y  D O N A T I O N  T O :

S I G N A T U R E  O F  C A R D  H O L D E R

M A I L  T O :

E X P I R Y

P H O N E

E M A I L

P L E A S E  S E L E C T  A  D O N A T I O N  A M O U N T :

$ 5 0

Growing Compassion Campaign

Compassion House Foundation

$ 1 0 0 $ 5 0 0

I  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  P A Y  B Y :

C A S H C H E Q U E V I S A M C

A D D R E S S

A D D R E S S

$ O T H E R  A M O U N T

C I T Y  /  P R O V .  /  P O S T A L  C O D E

Compassion House Foundation

10909 - 76 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T6G 0J6

Tax receipts will be issued for all donations of  $25+
Charitable BN 871667473 RRooo1

COMPASSION HOUSE
FOUNDATION
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When there’s a job to be done, communities roll up our 
sleeves and make it happen. 

Sorrentino’s Compassion House means something different to every 
woman who walks through the doors. Flipping through our guest book, 
you will find women like Dawn, who appreciated finding a home and a 

family when she couldn’t be with her own. Women like Joyce, who 
cherished the feeling of being embraced by the house, finding the grace and 

dignity to continue her journey. 

Or Greg:
“Thanks so much for taking such great care of my wife.”

The walls of this house are painted with the stories of the women whose 
lives have been changed by the experience. Help us build new memories for 
all the women whose struggle is just beginning. Please open your hearts 

(and the next panel) to help however you can. 
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It’s probably what you expect from an annual report—facts and figures. But we all 
know the statistics. One in nine women will be diagnosed with breast cancer in their 

lifetime, and the diagnosis can be emotionally and financially devastating to a family. 
It can be especially lonely when you must leave your community for treatment.

The theme of this year’s annual report is “Open”. That’s because our job is to be 
open. Open hearted. Open and welcoming. A place where you can be yourself. 

Here’s what we did this past year: We helped people.

Throughout the year Sorrentino’s Compassion House was a refuge for women who 
needed to feel safe as they fought for their lives. 

Like Ruth: “It’s all right to have cancer here. It’s all right to talk about it without 
thinking you are scaring somebody who loves you. It’s a safe place to be depressed and 
tired, or happy and energetic. It’s a safe place to tell people what you need and how 

you’re really feeling.”
 

Or Liz: “While the surgery has left its scars, and the chemo and radiation have had 
their effects, it is not these things that have changed me. It is the people along the 

way that have altered my outlook about what matters.”

That’s the kind of year we had. 
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